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Opening Questions

 What’s your name? 

 Which courses are you taking this semester? 

 How many of you are in the following categories (returning to studying after 

many years out of school, new to Canada/BC, recent high school graduate)?

 Which aspects of academic writing do you find most challenging?



Academic Writing Conventions in North 
American Universities

 You need to understand the common characteristics of academic writing 
conventions in Canadian universities.

 These characteristics might be different from what you learned in your 
previous schooling.

 Academic papers in North American universities have two main 
components: a three-part structure and a thesis statement.



The Three-Part Essay Structure

The Introductory Paragraph

 Indicate the most important points of your paper and explain how these ideas 
are going to be developed 

Body Paragraphs 

 Provide support for these main points. Focus on one main idea in each body 
paragraph. (This main idea is conveyed in the first sentence or two of the 
paragraph in what is called “a topic sentence”). 

Concluding Paragraph

 Summarize the main points developed in the body paragraphs and make a final 
comment.



Thesis Statement

 The most important part of the introduction is the thesis statement. The 

thesis statement is a one sentence summary of the key point of the 

paper. 

 It generally comes at the end of the introductory paragraph. 

 The purpose of the essay is to prove the truth of the thesis statement.

 In “The Necklace,” Maupassant shows that personal tragedy can lead to 

strength of character. 

 If any part of the paper does not directly link to the thesis: change the 

thesis (to include the part/s that do not link to the thesis) or delete the 

passage/s that don't directly expand on the thesis



Introduction, Body Paragraph or Conclusion? 

(An Exercise)

 Includes the evidence and support of the paper in addition to the 
author’s ideas

 Provides the reader with a “road map” of the essay in a logical order

 Restates the main arguments in a simplified manner

 At the end of it, there is a thesis statement

 Includes a topic sentence which relates the discussion back to the thesis 
statement 



Assignment Instructions

Students frequently lose marks because they did not follow 
instructions. To identify each requirement, carefully read:

 the assignment instructions

 the grading rubric

 as you find each requirement, add it to a checklist

 as you finish each requirement, cross it off your checklist



Example Checklist (from Assignment 

Instructions)

 Choose 1 question as your topic

 Research: minimum 3 peer-reviewed sources

 You must also cite class lectures/course readings

Make an argument – don’t just summarize research

 Base paper on at least 2 theories (from course readings/lectures)

 Use APA 

 page formatting

 citation formatting

 No plagiarism – sources properly paraphrased or quoted

 Length: between 1000 and 1500 words



Assignment Rubrics



Discussion Question

Have you completed the “Academic Integrity” module on Blackboard?



Plagiarism

The word plagiarism comes from the Latin plagiarius meaning “kidnapper”.

What is plagiarism?



PLAGIARISM

Presenting or submitting as one’s own work the work, research, words, ideas, 
artistic imagery, arguments, calculations, illustrations or diagrams of another 
person or persons without explicit or accurate citation or credit; this includes 
submission of purchased material as well as material in which the student 
has permitted someone else (a fellow student, tutor, mentor or teaching 
assistant, friend, etc.) to contribute unacknowledged. 

Douglas College Academic Integrity Policy https://www.douglascollege.ca/sites/default/files/docs/finance-dates-and-

deadlines/Academic%20Integrity%20Policy%20w%20Flowchart.pdf



Two types of plagiarism:

Intentional

Copying a friend’s 
work

 Buying or borrowing 
papers

Cutting and pasting 
blocks of text from 
electronic sources 
without 
documenting

Media “borrowing” 
without 
documentation

Unintentional

Careless 

paraphrasing

 Poor 

documentation



Plagiarism: A Serious Offense

 Plagiarism can lead to a zero on the assignment, failure of the course or 
suspension.

 If you are repeat offender, it can lead to your expulsion from the college.

 The consequences are not worth the risks!

 It is only right to give credit to authors whose ideas you use.



How to Avoid Plagiarising

 Quoting

 Paraphrasing 



Quoting

 What is “quoting”?

 Quotations are the exact words of an author, copied directly from a 
source, word for word. 

 Quotations must be cited! (As per the citation style your instructor has told 
you to use.)



Paraphrasing

 What does “paraphrasing” mean?

 Paraphrasing means putting someone else’s words or ideas into your own 
words. 

 Although you are using your own words, the ideas are taken from 
someone else and must be cited (both in-text and on your Works-
Cited/References page at the end). 



Paraphrasing Properly

 Paraphrasing is not simply rearranging or rewording an original passage.

 You have to understand what the author is saying and write the ideas 
entirely in your own words

 Give the author credit when you quote or paraphrase.

According to (the name of the author)…



Don’t patch together quotations to speak 
for you.

Kimmel (1990) pointed out that a person’s career options are often influenced in complex and 

unfair ways by diversity issues, such as gender, race, wealth, and access to influence networks. 



Paraphrasing Exercise

Rapunzel (Grimm’s Fairy Tale):

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the 

witch she would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and 

let it down twenty ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 

Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.



Good or Bad Paraphrase?

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the witch she 

would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty 

ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 
Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.

 According to Grimm, when Rapunzel heard the voice of the witch she would undo the fastening of 

the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty ells below, and the witch 

would climb up by it (1995, p. 94).



Good or Bad Paraphrase?

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the witch she 

would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty 

ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 
Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.

 According to Grimm, when Rapunzel heard the voice of the witch she would undo the fastening of 

the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty ells below, and the witch 

would climb up by it (1995, p. 94).



Good or Bad Paraphrase?

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the witch she 

would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty 

ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 
Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.

 According to Grimm, when Rapunzel heard the witch, she undid the fastening of the window, 

unbound the plaits of her beautiful long hair that shone like gold, and let it down and the witch 

would climb up it (1995). 



Good or Bad Paraphrase?

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the witch she 

would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty 

ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 
Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.

 According to Grimm, when Rapunzel heard the witch, she undid the fastening of the window, 

unbound the plaits of her beautiful long hair that shone like gold, and let it down and the witch 

would climb up it (1995). 



Why is this a Bad Paraphrase?

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the witch she 

would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty 

ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 
Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.

 Rapunzel’s long blonde hair was used as a rope ladder so she and the witch could get in and out of 

the tower (Grimm, 1995).



Why is this a Bad Paraphrase?

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the witch she 

would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty 

ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 
Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.

 Rapunzel’s long blonde hair was used as a rope ladder so she and the witch could get in and out of 

the tower (Grimm, 1995).



Good Paraphrase

“Rapunzel had beautiful long hair that shone like gold. When she heard the voice of the witch she 

would undo the fastening of the upper window, unbind the plaits of her hair, and let it down twenty 

ells below, and the witch would climb up by it.” 
Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1995). Grimm’s fairy tales with illustrations by Jill Bauman. Stamford, Ct: Longmeadow press, p. 94.

 The witch used Rapunzel’s hair to climb up into the tower (Grimm, 1995).

 Rapunzel would obey the witch and drop her long blonde hair out the window so the witch could 

climb up into the tower (Grimm, 1995).



Paraphrasing Techniques

Combine the following techniques:

 Best Technique (first read and then cover the original – write the 

meaning without looking at the original)

 Keep only main ideas; delete everything else

Change words (different words, same meaning)

Change the sequence of ideas, or sentence structure



An Important Recommendation 

Book an appointment with a writing tutor to help you check if you 

followed the assignment instructions, your thesis statement is clear and 

your essay is well-organized. 

 First, discuss places in your paper where you are not sure you 

followed the academic writing conventions you are expected to.

 Then, ask the tutor to read over your work and point out any other 

areas of improvement.



Useful Resources

 DC Academic Integrity Policy 

https://www.douglascollege.ca/sites/default/files/docs/finance-dates-and-

deadlines/Academic%20Integrity%20Policy%20w%20Flowchart.pdf

 Handout on the Three-Part Essay Structure 

https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingassignments/essay

 Handout on How to Avoid Plagiarism 

https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingwithsources/plagiarism

 Paraphrasing https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingwithsources/paraphrasing

 Summarizing https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingwithsources/writingsummaries

https://www.douglascollege.ca/sites/default/files/docs/finance-dates-and-deadlines/Academic%20Integrity%20Policy%20w%20Flowchart.pdf
https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingassignments/essay
https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingwithsources/plagiarism
https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingwithsources/paraphrasing
https://guides.douglascollege.ca/writingwithsources/writingsummaries


THANK YOU 

HAVE A GREAT SEMESTER!


