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Descriptive Summary of the Collection 
 
Title:   Fort Nightly Collection 
 
Creator: Fort Nightly Club 
 
Dates: 1894-1999 
 
Extent: 5 boxes 
 
Language(s):  English 
 
Repository: Monmouth College Archives, Monmouth, Illinois 
 
Abstract:  The Fort Nightly Collection includes information regarding meeting information 

collected in Secretary’s books and minute book as well as monetary materials, Illinois 
14th District Club information, and news clippings. All materials in the collection cover 
the year span beginning in 1894 and ending in 1999.  

 
 
 
Administrative Information 
 
Cite As: Fort Nightly Collection, Monmouth College Archives, Monmouth, Illinois. 
 
Provenance:  Fort Nightly Club 
 
Processed by:  Nina Teresi, 2012 
 
Separations: Numerous yearbooks exceeding the quantity of three were discarded. 
 
Location: Cabinet (miscellaneous) 
 
Access:  Obtained by completing a Request for Research Materials Form at the Hewes Library 

Circulation Desk. Materials are generally pulled once daily during the school year. 
Outside researchers and researchers wishing to use the archives during the summer 
should contact the Curator of the Archives at (309) 457-2372 or 
stacy@monmouthcollege.edu. 

 
Ownership:  The Fort Nightly Club is the physical property of the Monmouth College Archives. 

Copyright may belong to authors or their legal heirs or assigns.  Researchers assume full 
responsibility for conforming with laws of privacy, copyright and literary property rights 
which may be involved with use of materials from the Monmouth College Archives. For 
permission to reproduce materials from this collection, contact the Curator of the 
Archives at (309) 457-2372 or stacy@monmouthcollege.edu. 

 



Fort Nightly Collection Finding Aid 

- 3  - 

 
Historical Background 

The Fort Nightly Club was a women run club. Meeting once a week in Monmouth, Illinois, the 
women presented papers to one another as well as participated in various community events. 
Active in the town of Monmouth, the Fort Nightly Club began in 1893 and disbanded in 1994; a 
century of existence. Various members of the club were also active on the Monmouth College 
campus. Any woman could become a member of the Fort Nightly Club.  

 

Scope and Content of the Collection 
 
The Fort Nightly Club Collection includes five boxes on various materials. In receiving the 
collection, the materials were packed into old suitcases. They had to be cleaned up and 
reprocessed into archive folders and boxes to protect its authenticity. While one box includes 
numerous folders of miscellaneous collected items, other boxes include similar materials relating 
to one another.  
 
The Fort Nightly Club filled 5 boxes and spanned the years 1893-1998. The materials are 
organized in the following groupings:   
 

Box 1  News clippings, 1893-1998 
Box 2  Miscellaneous, 1893-1998 
Box 3  Fort Nightly Club Secretary’s and Monetary Books, 1913-1994 
Box 4  Fort Nightly Club Artifacts 
Box 5  Fort Nightly Club Yearbooks, 1898-1994 

 
 

 
Container List 
 
Box 1: Fort Nightly Club News clippings, 1893-1998 
 
This box contains a single book containing any and all newspaper clippings about the Fort 
Nightly Club and its members.  
 

Contents 
 1 News Clippings book  
 
 
Box 2: Miscellaneous, 1893-1998 
 

The box includes miscellaneous materials which couldn’t fit into the other boxes. General topics 
in this box includes, Illinois 14th District GFWC Club information, disbanding information, 
monetary information, meeting information, and Founder’s Day information. The materials in 
this box are arranged alphabetically. 
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Folder Contents 
1 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation 43rd Annual 

Convention 1949 
2 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation Club Handbooks 

1985-1986, 1988-1989 
3 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation Eligibility for 

Awards 1984-1985 
4 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation Contests  
5 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation Correspondance 
6 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation Monetary Files 

1985-1988 
7 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation Report 1938-

1939 1985, 1988-1989 
8 14th District GFWC Illinois Federation Scholarships 

Funds 
9 Address Change for Myrtle Rhea 1983 
10 Agenda and Calendar 1991-1992 
11 Awards Anniversary Scroll 
12 Awards for Excellence 
13 Awards – Miscellaneous  
14 Awards for Service 
15 Correspondence Among Members for Last Meeting 

1994 
16 Founder’s Day Program 1962, 1966 
17 Founder’s Day Program 1971, 1974, 1975 

18 Founder’s Day Program 1984, 1994 
19 Founder’s Day Script 1990 
20 Founder’s Day Speech 1978 
21 Founder’s Day Toast to Founders Recordings (2) 

22 Funeral Card for Fran L. Rickey 1996 
23 History of Hambledon 1997 
24 History of Warren Country 1903 
25 Illinois by C.H. Chamberlain  
26 Letter to Stacy Cordery 1999 
27 Litany for Clubwomen 
28 Loose Members List 
29 Meetings April 18, 1994 Script of Final Meeting 
30 Meetings Last Meeting – Auld Lang Syne  
31 Meetings Loose Minutes 1992-1994 
32 Meetings Minutes Books 1946 Mrs. W.H. Woods 
33 Meetings Minutes Books 1948-1949 
34 Meetings Minutes Books 1949-1950 
35 Meetings Minutes Books 1959-1966 
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36 Meetings – Nellie Spitz’s Personal Meeting Minutes 
April 2, 1992-May 7, 1994 

37 Monetary 14th District 1981-1982, 1984-1985 
38 Monetary Annual Budget 1955-1956 
39 Monetary Annual Budget 1969-1972 
40 Monetary Annual Budget 1981-1984 
41 Monetary Annual Budget 1989-1992 
42 Monetary Balances 1981-1985 
43 Monetary Balances 1990-1992 
44 Monetary Cashbook 1958-1977 
45 Monetary Checks 1976-1978 
46 Monetary Checks 1979-1981 
47 Monetary Checks 1982-1984 
48 Monetary Checks 1985-1987 
49 Monetary Checks 1988-1990 
50 Monetary Checks 1991-1994 
51 Monetary Contributions 1990 
52 Monetary Receipts 1970  
53 Monetary Receipts 1981-1989 
54 Monetary Receipts 1994 
55 Monetary Treasurer Report 1965-1966 
56 Motto 
57 News Clippings 1946-1968 
58 News Clippings 1990-1999 
59 New Membership Committee 1970 
60 Oral History of Lucille Lester 1967 
61 Oral History of Eileen Loya 
62 Photographs 
63 Programs 1994 
64 Program Revisions 1950 
65 Right to Vote Committee 1986 
66 Secretary’s Books Loose Materials 1923-1934 
67 Secretary’s Books Loose Materials 1937-1938 

68 Secretary’s Books Loose Materials 1945-1952 

69 Secretary’s Books Loose Materials 1958 
70 Secretary’s Books Loose Materials 1967-1973 

71 Secretary’s Books Loose Materials 1979-1985 

72 Secretary’s Books Loose Materials 1988-1994 

73 Songs for Illinois Clubwomen 
74 Yearbooks 1984-1985, 1986-1987 
75 Yearbooks 1922-1923 
76 Yearbook- History of Dolls 
77 Yearbooks loose materials and news clippings 1933, 

1937-1939 
78 Yearbooks loose news clippings 1940-1942 
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79 Yearbooks loose materials and news clippings 1968 
80 Yearbooks New Loose Materials Century Club 1936-

1937 
81 Yearbooks receipts 1940-1941, 1951, 1953, 1955-1956, 

1969, 1986 
 
 
Box 3: Fort Nightly Club Secretary’s and Monetary Books, 1913-1994 
 
This box includes one monetary book. It also includes the secretary’s personal log books for the 
Fort Nightly Club meetings dating from 1913-1994. The monetary book is first, followed by the 
secretary’s books in chronological order. 
 

Folder Contents 
1 Monetary Book, 1913-1917 
2 Secretary’s Book, 1913-1917 
3 Secretary’s Book, 1924-1930 
4 Secretary’s Book, 1931-1938 
5 Secretary’s Book, 1938-1945 
6 Secretary’s Book, 1945-1952 
7 Secretary’s Book, 1952-1959 
8 
9 
10 

Secretary’s Book, 1967-1973 
Secretary’s Book, 1973-1985 
Secretary’s Book, 1988-1994 

 
 
Box 4: Fort Nightly Club Artifacts 
 
This box includes the artifacts in bringing together, adjourning, and concluding Fort Nightly 
Club Meetings. 
 

Contents 
1 wooden Mallet 
1 general wooden gavel 
1 plated wooden gavel 

 

 
Box 5: Fort Nightly Club Yearbooks, 1898-1994 
 
This Box includes the Fort Nightly Club yearbooks handed to the club members annually. Some 
of the yearbooks included many of the member’s personal materials. This year books summed up 
what would occur during that set year.  
 

Contents 
2 Yearbooks per year dating from 1894-1994 

 


