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  Naval Flight Preparatory School – Naval Academic Refresher Unit 

Descriptive Summary 

Title: Naval Flight Preparatory School/Naval Academic Refresher Unit  

Creator: Monmouth College Naval Flight Preparatory School and Naval Academic Refresher Unit 

Dates: Jan 1943 – July 1945 

Extent: 7 containers (3 linear ft.) 

Language(s): English 

Repository: Monmouth College Archives, Monmouth, Illinois 

Abstract: This collection highlights the Naval Flight Preparatory School and the Naval Academic 

Refresher Unit during their time at Monmouth College. Collection items range in dates from 

January 1943 to July 1945. This collection is comprised mainly of photographs, academic 

materials from the Naval Flight Preparatory School and the Wingtip Newsletter. 

Location: AR041 

 

Administrative Information 

Cite as: NFPS/NARU at Monmouth College, Monmouth College Archives, Monmouth, Illinois 

Provenance:  

Processed by: Karrah Kuykendall, Monmouth College 

Separations: NFPS Banner (OB#94);  NARU Banner (OB#95) ; Wingtips (FF022) ; 

http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/mon_naval 

Access: Obtained by completing a Request for Research Materials Form at the Hewes Library 

Circulation Desk.  Materials are generally pulled once daily during the school year. 

Ownership: The NFPS/NARU at Monmouth College Collection/Papers/Records are the physical 

property of the Monmouth College Archives. Copyright may belong to authors or their legal 

heirs or assigns.  Researchers assume full responsibility for conforming to laws of privacy, 

copyright and literary rights which may be involved with use of materials from the Monmouth 

College Archives. 

 



 

Historical Background 

 Monmouth College played a crucial role in the United States WWII preparation. In 

December of 1942 Monmouth College accepted the request to become a Naval Flight 

Preparatory School, and was sent 600 pre-flight cadets. In July of 1944 the NFPS was turned 

over into a Naval Academic Refresher Unit to “freshen up” fleet men. Notable cadets include 

Cornelious Warmerdam (world champion pole vaulter who vaulted 15’8-1/2”), George Trotter 

and countless others. Prominent professors at the NFPS include Lyle Finley, Garrett Theissen, 

Sam Thompson and Ralph B. Eckley. The college president at the time was Dr. Grier and he 

partnered with Lt. J.A. McDevit, Officer in Charge of the NFPS and Lt. S.B. Christian, Officer in 

Charge of the NARU, to ensure success at all schools hosted on campus. In the duration of 

WWII, Monmouth College trained over 4,000 men.  Monmouth College played an important 

and inspiring role in the war effort in the 1940s, which instilled pride and happiness in the 

entire Monmouth Community. 

 

 

Container List 

The majority of this collection is paper-based, meaning it holds many photographs, papers and 

textbooks from the NFPS. There are photographs of cadets, campus and the school’s activities. 

The papers include academic performance reports, tests, homework and a full collection of 

Wing Tips, the Naval-based newspaper on campus. The Wing Tips began in March of 1943 and 

continued until the closing of the Naval Academic Refresher Unit at Monmouth College in 

September of 1944. This collection also holds the government issued textbooks that were given 

to all the Naval Flight Schools in the United States.  

Box  Folder  Contents 

  1(AR041.001)     1  Communications 

      2  News Release Clippings 

      3  Clippings 

      4  Clippings 

      5  Roster of Offices/Platoons 

      6  Clippings 

      7  Clippings 

      8  Commencement Programs 

 



 

 

 

Box  Folder  Contents 

2(AR041.002)     Contains portraits and photographs from the NFPS & NARU.  

1  Portraits A-C 

  2  Portraits D-F 

  3  Portraits G-K 

  4  Portraits L-O 

  5  Portraits P-Z 

  6  Candid’s with Names A-Z 

  7  Portraits: Anderson, John E. 

  8  Portraits: Carter, Thomas 

  9  Portraits: Charter, Patrick 

  10  Portraits: Frymire, Robb & James 

  11  Portraits: Jackoby, Robert E. 

  12  Portraits: Kritzer, John B. 

  13  Portraits: McCleary, Everette 

  14  Portraits: McCreight, Eugene S. 

  15  Portraits: McIntyre, Calvin 

  16  Portraits: McKinnan, Earl & Earl Jr. 

  17  Portraits: McMahon, James 

  18  Portraits: Porter, Wallace B. 

  19  Portraits: Speer, Hugh B. 

  20  Portraits: Trotter, George E. Jr. 

  21  Portraits: UNKNOWN 

  22  Large Portraits UNKNOWN 

  23  Scrapbook Portraits: UNKNOWN 

  24 & 25 Miniature Photos A-Z 

 

3(AR041.003)   An extension of the photograph collection.   

1  Campus Shots 

  2  Candid Shots without names/Casual Photos 

  3  Aircraft – The Yellow Peril 

  4  Ceremonial Events 

  5  Indoors- Dining, Infirmary, Dorms 

  6  Coeducational Activities 

  7  Athletic Events 



  8  Doubles 

  9  Outdoors – Ceremonial Inspections 

Box  Folder  Contents   

10  Outdoors – People 

  11  UNKNOWN Photos 

  12  Harold F. Hubbard Collection 

 
 

4(AR041.004)    1  Course Syllabi 

     2  Course notes 

     3  Aircraft Nomenclature 

     4  Direct for Instructors  

     5  Handwritten Exam Questions 

     6  NARU Testing/Schedule Oct. 28, 1944 

     7  Physics Experiments – Prof. Eckley 

     8  Principles of Flying Ch. 1-3 

     9   “ Ch. 4-8 

     10   “ Ch. 9-13 

     11   “ Ch.14-18 

     12   “ Ch. 19-20 

     13   “ Ch. 21-25 

     14  Problems Missed for each chapter 

     15  Safe Driver Test 

     16  Tests Ch. 9-18 

     17  Test I – Students Actual Exams 

     18  Test Analysis Reports 

     19  Roster of Officers 

 

 

 

Box  Folder  Contents 

5(AR041.005)  Books  -Parachutes United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 

    -Operation of Aircraft Engines 

    -U.S. Navy Flight Training Manual 

    -Principles of Flying 

    -Meet the NE-1 United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 

    -Flight Instruments United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 



    -Flight Control Systems United States Navy Flight Preparatory  

      School 

    -Physics Manual 

    -Meet the N3N-3 United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 

    -Meet the N2S United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 

    -Meet the SNJ-3 United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 

    -Meet the NP-1 United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 

    -Airway Aids United States Navy Flight Preparatory School 

    -Effects of Flight 

    -Physics for Aviation 

    -Air Navigation – Part One Introduction to Earth 

    -Air Navigation – Part Two Introduction to Navigation 

    -Instructors Training Film Manual 

    -Air Navigation – Part Three Dead Reckoning & Lines of Position 

    -Air Navigation – Part Five Relative Movement 

    -Air Navigation – Part Six Contact Flying  

    -Mathematics from the Ground Up 

 

Box  Folder  Contents 

6(FF022.001)      Wing Tips , bound  

7(FF022.002)      Wing Tips  , unbound ; Mark of Commendation 

 

OB#94  NFPS Banner 

OB#95  NARU Banner 

  

**Digitized pieces from this Collection can also be found on the web at: 

 http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=/mon_naval 

  


