
The CRAP Test
Currency

Right now, this minute!

Reliability

Iʼd bet my life on it

Authority

A real expert

Point of View/Purpose
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Currency Criteria

How recent is the 
information?

How recently has the 
website been 
updated?

How current does it 
have to be?

Not worth anything

Reliability Criteria

What kind of 
information is 
included in the 
resource?

Does the creator tell  
you where he/she 
got data or 
quotations?

Are the facts based 
on academic 
research?

Knows nothing at 
all about this

Authority Criteria

Who is the creator 
or author?

What are his/her 
credentials?

Is the publisher or 
sponsor reputable?

Totally biased

Point of View/
Purpose Criteria

What is its bias?

What is its purpose? 
To inform?               
To persuade?           
To entertain?

Are there 
advertisements on 
the website?

Whom did he or she 
write it for?


